
Comparing Fractions: Understanding Which is Bigger 

or Smaller 

Fractions are a way to represent parts of a whole. When comparing fractions, it’s important to 

understand how they work. Fractions are made up of two parts: the numerator (the top number) 

and the denominator (the bottom number). The denominator tells us how many equal parts the 

whole is divided into, and the numerator tells us how many parts we are talking about. 

How to Compare Fractions with the Same Denominator 

When two fractions have the same denominator, the larger the numerator, the larger the 

fraction. For example, if we have the fractions 2/4 and 3/4, both fractions have the same 

denominator (4). But since 3 is bigger than 2, 3/4 is larger than 2/4. Here's an easy way to see it: 

• 2/4 means 2 out of 4 equal parts. 

• 3/4 means 3 out of 4 equal parts. 

So, if you imagine a pizza divided into 4 slices, 3/4 would be 3 slices out of 4, and 2/4 would be 

only 2 slices. Clearly, 3/4 is more! 

A Simple Picture to Help 

Imagine a pizza divided into 4 slices. Here's how to compare 2/4 and 3/4: 

2/4:                

3/4:                   

In the first pizza, there are only 2 slices out of 4, but in the second pizza, there are 3 slices out of 

4. So, 3/4 is the larger fraction because it covers more of the pizza! 

Why Is This Important? 

Understanding fractions helps us in real life! For example, when you’re baking, you may need to 

compare how much of an ingredient you have. If a recipe asks for 2/4 cup of sugar and you have 

3/4 cup of sugar, you have more than enough to follow the recipe! 
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