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Lesson Plan Part 1: Introduction to Animal 

Classification 
Florida Benchmark: SC.3.L.15.1 - Classify animals into major groups according to their 

physical characteristics and behaviors. 

NGSS Standard: 3-LS3-1 - Analyze and interpret data to provide evidence that plants and 

animals have traits inherited from parents and variation of these traits exists in a group of similar 

organisms. 

A. GRADE LEVEL: 3rd, 4th, 5th 

B. SUBJECT: STEM/Science 

C. DATE: [Insert Date] 

D. DURATION: 50 minutes 

E. LESSON FOCUS: Students will learn about the six major animal groups, their defining 

characteristics, and how they are classified based on physical traits and behaviors. 

F. MATERIALS: 

• PowerPoint Presentation (for introduction) 

• Printed pictures of various animals 

• Animal classification handouts 

• Whiteboard and markers 

• Sticky notes or index cards 

G. LESSON OBJECTIVES: 

• Identify and classify animals into six major groups: mammals, birds, reptiles, 

amphibians, fish, and insects. 

• Describe the physical traits and behaviors that define each group. 

• Recognize that classification helps scientists understand biodiversity and animal 

adaptations. 

H. PROCEDURES: 

1. INTRODUCTION: (15 minutes) - PowerPoint Presentation & Discussion 

• Show the PowerPoint Presentation covering:  

o The six major animal groups (mammals, birds, reptiles, amphibians, fish, 

insects) 

o Characteristics and examples of each group 

o Short video clips of animals in their habitats 

o Comparison charts of different groups 

• Ask guiding questions to encourage discussion:  

o “What do all mammals have in common?” 

o “How can you tell if an animal is an amphibian or a reptile?” 

• Interactive game: Show an animal picture and have students guess which group it 

belongs to. 

2. EXPERIMENT: (20 minutes) - Animal Classification Activity 

• Group students into small teams and give them sets of animal pictures. 

• Task: Classify the animals into groups by sorting them onto posters or classification 

charts. 

• Discussion: Each group presents their classification, explaining their reasoning. 

3. GENERALIZATION: (10 minutes) - Discussion & Wrap-up 

• Review the classification groups and discuss why scientists classify animals. 

• Ask students:  
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o “Why is classification important in science?” 

o “How does an animal’s classification help us understand its needs?” 

4. ASSESSMENT: (5 minutes) - Quick Quiz & Reflection 

• Quick quiz: Match animals to the correct classification groups. 

• Exit Ticket: Draw and label an animal, explaining its classification. 

HOMEWORK: 

• Go to STEMScholarsHub.net and complete the interactive Animal Classification 

Quiz for elementary students. 

 

Lesson Plan Part 2: Animal Classification Application 

& Mini Habitats 
 

Florida Benchmark: SC.3.L.15.1 - Classify animals into major groups according to their 

physical characteristics and behaviors. 

NGSS Standard: 3-LS3-1 - Analyze and interpret data to provide evidence that plants and 

animals have traits inherited from parents and variation of these traits exists in a group of similar 

organisms. 

A. GRADE LEVEL: 3rd, 4th, 5th 

B. SUBJECT: STEM/Science 

C. DATE: [Insert Date] 

D. DURATION: 50 minutes 

E. LESSON FOCUS: Students will apply their knowledge of classification by constructing mini 

habitats that reflect the needs and environments of different animals. 

F. MATERIALS: 

• PowerPoint Presentation (for introduction) 

• Shoeboxes or small containers 

• Craft supplies (clay, leaves, twigs, paper, colored markers, glue, scissors, small toy 

animals if available) 

• Poster board or chart paper 

• Animal classification charts from Part 1 

G. LESSON OBJECTIVES: 

• Apply knowledge of animal classification by creating a mini habitat for a chosen animal. 

• Explain how an animal’s physical traits help it survive in its environment. 

• Connect animal classification to real-world ecosystems. 

H. PROCEDURES: 

1. INTRODUCTION: (10 minutes) - PowerPoint Presentation & Recap 

• Use a PowerPoint Presentation to review:  

o The six animal groups and their characteristics 

o How animals’ habitats match their classification 

o The importance of adaptations for survival 

• Ask: “What does an animal need to survive in its habitat?” 

• Explain that students will build a mini habitat for an animal of their choice. 

2. ACTIVITY: (20 minutes) - Mini Habitat Construction 

• Step 1: Students choose an animal from the classification chart. 

• Step 2: They design a mini habitat using a shoebox or small container. 

• Step 3: Label key features of the habitat, such as food source, shelter, and water. 
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3. OBSERVATION & PRESENTATION: (10 minutes) 

• Students present their habitats to the class, explaining how their animal survives. 

• Class discussion:  

o “How do different animals adapt to their environments?” 

o “Why do some animals live in specific habitats?” 

4. GENERALIZATION: (5 minutes) - Connecting to Science 

• Discuss how scientists use classification to understand ecosystems and conservation 

efforts. 

• Compare student habitats to real-life habitats found in zoos, wildlife preserves, and 

nature documentaries. 

5. ASSESSMENT: (5 minutes) - Exit Ticket & Reflection 

• Exit Ticket: Draw and label an animal in its habitat, explaining key survival features. 

HOMEWORK: 

• Go to STEMScholarsHub.net and complete the interactive “Habitats and 

Adaptations” quiz. 

 
Safety Precautions 

• Scissors and glue should be used with caution. 

• Small materials should be handled responsibly to avoid ingestion. 

• Teachers should monitor student activities to ensure safe usage of craft supplies. 

Accommodations for ELL, ESE, and Advanced Learners 

• ELL students: Use visual aids, provide bilingual labels, and offer sentence starters for 

explanations. 

• ESE students: Provide step-by-step guidance, extra time, and peer support during 

activities. 

• Advanced learners: Challenge them to research additional animal groups (e.g., 

arthropods, mollusks) and present their findings. 
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